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Employment 
 
Q: Can third-country nationals access private employment in Spain?  
A: Yes, if they hold an administrative authorisation to reside and work in Spain, including the following 
permits:  
• Permit for residence and dependent employment (permiso de residencia y trabajo por cuenta ajena) 
• Permit for temporary residence and fixed-term dependent employment (permiso de residencia 

temporal y trabajo por cuenta ajena de duración determinada) 
• Permit for temporary residence and autonomous employment (permiso de residencia temporal y 

trabajo por cuenta propia) 
• Permit for family reunification with authorisation to work (permiso de residencia por reagrupación 

familiar con habilitación para trabajar)  
• Permit for exceptional residence for international protection with authorisation to work (permiso 

de residencia por circunstancias excepcionales por protección internacional con habilitación para 
trabajar) 

• Permit for long-term residence (permiso de residencia de larga duración) 
 

 
Q: Can third-country nationals access self-employment in Spain? 
A: Yes, if they hold the permit for temporary residence and autonomous employment (permiso de 
residencia temporal y trabajo por cuenta propia), which can be obtained under the following 
conditions: holding an authorisation/licence to exercise the professional activity in Spain; holding the 
legally required professional qualifications/sufficient accredited experience in the exercise of that 
activity; membership in a professional association (when required by law); sufficient economic resource 
for the lodging. 
 

 
Q: Can third-country nationals access public employment in Spain? 
A: The access of third-country nationals to public employment in Spain is limited to the category of 
‘labour personnel’. They are excluded from employment in the armed and state security forces, the 
police, the Intelligence National Centre, any constitutional body, the State Council, the Bank of Spain.   
 

 
Q: Can third-country nationals access unemployment benefits in Spain? 
A: Yes, if they have a valid permit of residence and work.  
• Prestación por desempleo: the most important contributory-based unemployment benefit, whose 

duration varies from minimum 4 months to 2 years maximum, depending on the contribution period 
over the 6 years preceding unemployment. To access it, third-country nationals must reside in Spain. 
If they establish residence abroad for a continuous period of less than 12 months or a stay abroad 
between 16 to 90 days, the benefit is suspended. The benefit is lost if the person resides abroad for 
more than 12 months or for stays abroad longer than 90 days. 
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• Subsidio de desempleo: applicable to those who do not comply with the contributory conditions for 
unemployment benefit. Its duration varies from a 3 months minimum to 21 months maximum, 
depending on the contribution period and whether the person has dependent family members.  

• Renta activa de inserción (RAI): unemployment social assistance measure that can be accessed 
once the unemployment benefit is exhausted. Beneficiaries must actively look for jobs and 
participate in employment programs, actions for professional insertion, promotion or training.  

 

Q: Are there any targeted measures to ensure access to employment of Ukrainians fleeing the 
war? 

A: Those applying for temporary protection are entitled to work and to contributory-based 
unemployment benefits under the same conditions as Spanish citizens. The Ministry of Inclusion, Social 
Security and Migration provides job counselling positions for the Confederation of Spanish enterprises 
CEOE and its program Empresas por Ucrania in the CREADE Reception and Referral Centres. This 
project provides a database of existing job offers from more than 450 companies, free language courses, 
training activities to foster employability, and information regarding the Spanish labour market. 

 
 

📌List of Spanish institutions that can offer information on access to work or unemployment 
benefits  

Servicio Público de Empleo Estatal and its territorial offices; Ministerio de Igualdad– Dirección General 
para la Igualdad de trato y Diversidad Étnico-Racial; Ministerio de Igualdad – Servicio para la 
Asistencia y Orientación a Víctimas de Discriminación Racial o Étnica del Consejo para la Eliminación 
de la Discriminación Racial o Étnica 
 

 
📌List of CSOs that can provide information on access to work or unemployment benefits  
Fundación ACOBE; Red ACOGE; América, España, Solidaridad y Cooperación – AESCO; Cáritas; 
Fundación CEPAIM; Fundación Ibn Battuta; Fundación Secretariato Gitano; Movimiento por la Paz, 
MPDL; Cruz Roja; Asociación Ruminahui; Asociación Sociocultural y de Cooperación, ACULCO; 
Solidaridad Sin Fronteras; Comisión Católica Española de Migraciones, ACCEM; Comisión Española 
de Ayuda al Refugiado, CEAR; Fundación Cruz Blanca 
 

 
 
  

https://www.universia.net/ua/home.html
https://ucraniaurgente.seg-social.es/w/centros-recepcion-atencion-derivacion-desplazados-ucrania
https://www.sepe.es/HomeSepe
https://www.igualdad.gob.es/ministerio/dgigualdadtrato/Paginas/index.aspx
https://www.igualdad.gob.es/ministerio/dgigualdadtrato/Paginas/index.aspx
https://igualdadynodiscriminacion.igualdad.gob.es/home.do
https://igualdadynodiscriminacion.igualdad.gob.es/home.do
https://www.acobe.org/
https://redacoge.org/
https://ong-aesco.org/
https://www.caritas.es/
https://www.cepaim.org/
https://www.fundacioibnbattuta.org/?lang=es
https://www.gitanos.org/
http://www.mpdl.org/
http://www.mpdl.org/
https://www2.cruzroja.es/
https://www.ruminahui.org/
https://aculco.org/
https://ssf.org.es/
https://www.accem.es/
https://www.cear.es/
https://www.cear.es/
https://www.fundacioncruzblanca.org/


 
 

Education 
 
Q: Can third-country nationals access the Spanish educational system?   
A: Yes. Foreigners under the age of 16 (regardless of legal status or residence permits) have the right 
and duty to education, including access to free and compulsory basic education, and to the public system 
of scholarships and grants under the same conditions as Spaniards. Access to non-compulsory higher 
education requires holding a valid residence permit.  
 

 
Q: Do recently arrived pupils from third countries receive language and/or learning support?  
A: The measures to facilitate the integration of immigrant students into the educational system fall 
under the competences of the Autonomous Communities, which develop specific programs and 
compensatory measures for migrant students with serious linguistic or knowledge deficiencies. 
 

 
Q: Are there any measures to support the access of third-country nationals to higher education?  
A: They can apply for several scholarships and study grants, under the same conditions as Spaniards. 
Different universities have created dedicated scholarships/grants: see Mapa de acciones universitarias 
de refugio en España for scholarships for refugees. 
 

 
Q: Who can help foreign pupils and/or their parents with guidance regarding the Spanish 
educational system? 
A: Education Centres’ staff include councillors with psycho-pedagogical training and expertise in 
attention to diversity, academic and professional orientation. Together with the Head of Studies, 
councillors can guide new students and explain the resources available to them and their families. Each 
student is usually also assigned a tutor who can facilitate the student’s integration in class/school.  
 

 
Q: Are there any targeted measures to ensure the access to education of Ukrainians fleeing the 
war?     
A: The Ministry of Education and Vocational Training developed a dedicated webpage with information 
regarding the Spanish educational system, enrolment procedures, the process for recognizing 
educational qualifications, and available online material for displaced students continuing their studies. 
 

  
📌List of Spanish institutions that can offer information regarding the educational system 
Ministerio de Inclusión, Seguridad Social y Migraciones - Secretaría de Estado de Migraciones 
Ministerio de Educación y Formación Profesional; Direcciones de Área 
 

 
📌List of CSOs in Spain that can assist TCNs in accessing education 
Red ACOGE; América, España, Solidaridad y Cooperación – AESCO; Asociación Convives 
Federación de Centros Juveniles Valdoco CESAL; Asociación Cultural La Kalle;  Comisión Católica 
Española de Migraciones, ACCEM; Liga Española de la Educación y la Cultura Popular – LEECP; 
Fundación Tomillo; Asociación YMCA  
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https://www.becaseducacion.gob.es/becas-y-ayudas.html
https://emapic.es/custom/ocv-acciones-refugio/results
https://emapic.es/custom/ocv-acciones-refugio/results
https://www.educacionyfp.gob.es/atencion-educativa-ucranianos/inicio.html
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/web/migraciones/home
https://www.educacionyfp.gob.es/portada.html
https://www.educa2.madrid.org/web/direcciones-de-area
https://redacoge.org/integracion-educativa-y-social-para-el-alumnado-migrante/
https://ong-aesco.org/
https://convivesenlaescuela.blogspot.com/
https://valdoco.org/proyecto-cace/
https://www.cesal.org/espana
https://lakalle.org/
https://www.accem.es/
https://www.accem.es/
https://ligaeducacion.org/asep/
https://tomillo.org/
https://www.ymca.es/
Angeliki Konstantinidou



 
 

Healthcare 
 
Q: Can third-country nationals receive healthcare in Spain?   
A: Yes. All third-country nationals are entitled to public healthcare on equal grounds with Spaniards, 
provided they are enrolled to municipal population registers through empadronamiento. There is no 
requirement of having a valid residence permit in order to access healthcare in Spain. 
 

 
Q: Must third-country nationals cover the costs for their medical/hospital treatment in Spain? 
A: It depends on the service. Those enrolled in the National Health System are entitled to receive free 
of charge any treatment included into the system’s “common package”. They can also receive out-
patient care which requires co-payments, such as pharmaceutical care or non-emergency medical 
transport.   
 

 
Q: Are there interpretation services in public hospitals/health centres in Spain? 
A: The provision of qualified interpretation services in public health structures falls under the 
responsibility of the Autonomous Communities, so its availability varies across Spain. When such 
services are available, they can be accessed free of charge. 
 

 
Q: Can third-country nationals access cash benefits in case of sickness?  
A: They can access the prestación de incapacidad temporal in case of illness, common or work-related 
accidents. Family members of third-country nationals or individuals with international protection status 
who are not affiliated as workers with the INSS are not eligible for this. For accidents or occupational 
diseases, there is no minimum period of contribution required. In case of common illnesses, non-EU 
workers must have contributed at least 180 days during the five previous years.   
 

 
Q: Are there any targeted measure to ensure access to healthcare for Ukrainians fleeing the war? 
A: Ukrainians applying for temporary protection can enroll into the SNS and access healthcare under 
the same conditions as Spanish citizens. Specific information is provided on the webpage Ucrania 
Urgente. Protección Temporal and the FAQ guide Ucrania Urgente. Información para personas 
desplazadas desde Ucrania en España. Those with temporary protection status who work in Spain can 
also receive sickness cash benefits under the same conditions as Spaniards. 
 

 
📌List of Spanish institutions that can offer information on access to healthcare 
Ministerio de Sanidad; Ministerio de Inclusión, Seguridad Social y Migraciones - Secretaria de Estado 
de Seguridad Social y Pensiones; Ministerio de Inclusión, Seguridad Social y Migraciones - Secretaría 
de Estado de Migraciones 
 

 
📌List of CSOs in Spain that can assist TCNs to access healthcare 
Red ACOGE; Medicos del Mundo; Medicos del Mundo Comunidad de Madrid; Salud entre Culturas; 
Fundación Secretariato Gitano; Cruz Roja; Cruz Roja Comunidad de Madrid; Yo Sí Sanidad Universal 
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https://ucraniaurgente.seg-social.es/w/atencion-sanitaria-desplazados-ucrania
https://ucraniaurgente.seg-social.es/w/atencion-sanitaria-desplazados-ucrania
https://ucraniaurgente.seg-social.es/w/atencion-sanitaria-desplazados-ucrania
https://ucraniaurgente.seg-social.es/w/atencion-sanitaria-desplazados-ucrania
https://ucraniaurgente.seg-social.es/w/atencion-sanitaria-desplazados-ucrania
https://ucraniaurgente.seg-social.es/w/atencion-sanitaria-desplazados-ucrania
https://ucraniaurgente.seg-social.es/w/atencion-sanitaria-desplazados-ucrania
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/documents/1010119/1011174/Preguntas+m%C3%A1s+Frecuentes.pdf/742ded16-8ed8-eeee-7b1a-cb389d1fbc96?t=1689760373705
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/documents/1010119/1011174/Preguntas+m%C3%A1s+Frecuentes.pdf/742ded16-8ed8-eeee-7b1a-cb389d1fbc96?t=1689760373705
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/documents/1010119/1011174/Preguntas+m%C3%A1s+Frecuentes.pdf/742ded16-8ed8-eeee-7b1a-cb389d1fbc96?t=1689760373705
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/documents/1010119/1011174/Preguntas+m%C3%A1s+Frecuentes.pdf/742ded16-8ed8-eeee-7b1a-cb389d1fbc96?t=1689760373705
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/documents/1010119/1011174/Preguntas+m%C3%A1s+Frecuentes.pdf/742ded16-8ed8-eeee-7b1a-cb389d1fbc96?t=1689760373705
https://www.sanidad.gob.es/
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/web/seguridad-social/home
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/web/seguridad-social/home
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/web/migraciones/home
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/web/migraciones/home
https://redacoge.org/
https://www.medicosdelmundo.org/
https://www.medicosdelmundo.org/quienes-somos/sedes/medicos-del-mundo-comunidad-de-madrid
https://www.saludentreculturas.es/
https://www.gitanos.org/
https://www2.cruzroja.es/
https://www.cruzroja.es/principal/web/comunidad-de-madrid
https://yosisanidaduniversal.net/
Angeliki Konstantinidou



 
 

Social Assistance 
 
Q: Can third-country nationals access social assistance in Spain?   
A: Yes, those with a valid residence permit can access social assistance benefits and services. Eligibility 
requirements vary depending on the benefit considered:  
• Ingreso mínimo vital, IMV: non-contributory, means-tested cash benefit granted to those legally 

residing in Spain who are in situation of need, regardless of nationality. General conditions: be at 
least 23 years old (with exceptions); continuous and uninterrupted residence in Spain for at least 
one year (proved by ‘empadronamiento’); be in a situation of economic vulnerability based on 
annual income and revenues. The benefit can be terminated if the beneficiary leaves Spain for more 
than 90 calendar days over one year or if he/she moves the residence abroad.    

• Pensión de jubilación no contributiva: means-tested cash benefit including the provision of free 
medical-pharmaceutical assistance and complementary social services to those of 65+ years without 
sufficient resources. Beneficiaries must reside legally in Spain for ten years between the age of 16 
and the pension age, two of which must be consecutive and immediately prior to the application 
date. Third-country nationals must also provide a certificate from the Directorate General of Police 
accrediting the period of legal residence in Spain and a certificate from the Embassy of their country 
of nationality accrediting that they do not receive a pension in that country.   

• Pensión de invalidez no contributiva: means-tested cash benefit including the provision of free 
medical-pharmaceutical assistance and complementary social services to those with a certain 
degree of disability and no resources. Conditions: be between 18-65 years old; reside legally in 
Spain for five years, two of which consecutive and immediately prior to the application date; have 
a certified degree of disability ≥ 65%; lack sufficient income. Third-country nationals must also 
provide a certificate from the Directorate General of Police accrediting the period of legal residence 
in Spain and a certificate from the Embassy of their country of nationality accrediting that they do 
not receive a pension or have a source of income in that country.     

 
 

Q: Are beneficiaries of social assistance obliged to seek work or do community work? 
A: Yes, beneficiaries of IMV (regardless of nationality) must participate in inclusion strategies.   
 

 
Q: Are there any targeted measures to ensure the access to social assistance of Ukrainians fleeing 
the war? 
A: Ukrainians with temporary protection status are entitled to social assistance services under the same 
conditions as Spaniards. Those lacking resources can also claim the bono de urgencia social.  
 

 
📌List of Spanish institutions that can offer information on access to social assistance   
Ministerio de Inclusión, Seguridad Social y Migraciones - Secretaria de Estado de Seguridad Social y 
Pensiones; Ministerio de Inclusión, Seguridad Social y Migraciones - Secretaría de Estado de 
Migraciones 
 

 
📌List of CSOs in Spain that can assist TCNs to access social assistance  
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https://www.seg-social.es/wps/portal/wss/internet/Trabajadores/PrestacionesPensionesTrabajadores/65850d68-8d06-4645-bde7-05374ee42ac7
https://www.comunidad.madrid/servicios/servicios-sociales/pensiones-no-contributivas
https://www.comunidad.madrid/servicios/servicios-sociales/pensiones-no-contributivas
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/web/seguridad-social/home
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/web/seguridad-social/home
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/web/migraciones/home
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/web/migraciones/home


Fundación ACOBE; Cáritas; Fundación CEPAIM; Asociación La Rueca; Cruz Roja; Movimiento por 
la Paz, MPDL; Comisión Católica Española de Migraciones, ACCEM; Comisión Española de Ayuda al 
Refugiado, CEAR; Fundación Cruz Blanca  
 

 
 
 

  

https://www.acobe.org/
https://www.caritas.es/
https://www.cepaim.org/
https://larueca.info/
https://www2.cruzroja.es/
http://www.mpdl.org/
http://www.mpdl.org/
https://www.accem.es/
https://www.cear.es/
https://www.cear.es/
https://www.fundacioncruzblanca.org/


 
 
 

Housing 
 
Q: Can third-country nationals access social housing in Spain?   
A: The criteria vary across Autonomous Communities- from a registration to empadronamiento to 3, 7, 
or 10 years of prior residence in the country. 
 

 
Q: Can third-country nationals living in Spain benefit from support measures for housing 
affordability (renting, buying)?   
A: Yes. If they hold a valid residence permit, they can apply, for instance, for:  
• Bono alquier joven   
• Programa de ayuda al alquiler de vivienda  
• Programa de ayuda a las personas jóvenes y para contribuir al reto demográfico 
• Programa de fomento de viviendas para personas mayores y personas con discapacidad 
 

 
Q: Do Spanish authorities offer any guidance or assistance to foreigners searching for housing? 
A:  The webpage of the Ministry of Transport, Mobility and Urban Agenda hosts the section “Alquila 
bien, ¡es tu derecho!” with information regarding the rental market, rental rights, etc. For individuals 
with refugee status or subsidiary protection, the Manual de Gestión del Sistema de Acogida de 
Protección Internacional and the recent regulation of the reception and integration system, include 
information on access to housing and guidance in searching for housing solutions.   
 

 
Q: Are there any targeted measure to ensure the access to housing of Ukrainians fleeing the war?   
A: Through the online intermediation platform ‘Techo’, individuals and juridical entities can cede or 
rent their homes to Ukrainians with temporary protection status, while the Ministry of Inclusion, Social 
Security and Migration provides financial assistance through NGOs to beneficiaries for the payment of 
rent and, if necessary, for security deposits, rent insurance and/or agency management.  
 

 
📌List of Spanish public institutions that can provide information on housing 
Oficinas Municipales de Información, Orientación y Acompañamiento para la Integración Social de 
Población Inmigrante  
 

 
📌List of CSOs in Spain that can assist third-country nationals to access housing 
Asociación Realidades Integración Social; Fundación CEPAIM; Provivienda 
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https://www.mitma.gob.es/vivienda/bono-alquiler-joven
https://www.mitma.gob.es/arquitectura-vivienda-y-suelo/programas-de-ayudas-a-la-vivienda/programa-de-ayudas-al-alquiler-de-vivienda
https://solidaridadintergeneracional.es/ayuda/16860
https://www.mitma.gob.es/arquitectura-vivienda-y-suelo/programas-de-ayudas-a-la-vivienda/programa-para-el-fomento-de-ciudades-sostenibles-y-competitivas
https://www.mitma.gob.es/vivienda/alquiler
https://www.mitma.gob.es/vivienda/alquiler
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/documents/410169/2156565/Manual_de_Gestion_version_4.1.pdf/ab9db8da-e616-31ca-d7c2-227d742bee62?version=1.0&t=1675940390641&download=false
https://inclusion.seg-social.es/documents/410169/2156565/Manual_de_Gestion_version_4.1.pdf/ab9db8da-e616-31ca-d7c2-227d742bee62?version=1.0&t=1675940390641&download=false
https://techo-missm.seg-social.es/
https://oficinamunicipalinmigracion.es/
https://oficinamunicipalinmigracion.es/
https://asociacionrealidades.org/la-asociacion/
https://www.cepaim.org/
https://www.provivienda.org/
Angeliki Konstantinidou


