THE BELGIAN HOUSING SYSTEM

o In Belgium, immigrants, asylum seekers and refugees with
residence permit are entitled to access the public housing system.
As of 2024, housing is a particularly challenging area for both

foreign residents and nationals given the rise on the prices and the

lack of social housing.
Finding accommodation is particularly problematic for
undocumented migrants.

What are the main... challenges... identified by
immigrants and healthcare professionals?

Discriminatory behavior
—  There is an overall negative perception towards immigrants

originating from Arab countries among homeowners and realtors
when it comes to selling or renting a property.

d Gender issues
? — Inrecent years, there seems to be a gender bias towards male

immigrants who want to rent a property with prospective purposes

of family reunification.

Want to know more about migrants’ access to services in Belgium?
See our AccessIN project reports here.

Access(N::

Social Inclusion and Access to Basic Services
of Third-Country Nationals

Do you know what some professionals are already doing —in

Belgium and in other European countries— to... improve...
migrants’ access to housing?

o Negotiation with homeowners and banks to facilitate migrants’ access to housing.

Basic language courses for immigrants to facilitate their communication with
homeowners and banks about the conditions of renting or buying a property.

Dear providers... if case of assistance in your work,
the following local organizations deal with social
housing:

— Society of Housing in the Region of Brussels Capital
(SLRB)
—  Walloon Society of Housing (SWL)
—  Flemish Society for Social Housing (VMSW)

Dear immigrants... If your gross income is low,
you might be entitled to social housing with a rent that
is set according to your salary. To apply for social
housing, contact the Belgian Public Centre of Social
Welfare (CPAS).


https://www.accessin.uliege.be/upload/docs/application/pdf/2023-12/d2.2_accessin_country_report_belgium.pdf

