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What are the main… challenges… identified by 

immigrants and teachers? 
 

 Linguistic barriers  
− Newly arrived migrant pupils are less likely to success at school 

than those living in Germany for longer periods due to their lack of 

German language proficiency. 

− The risk of academic failure among migrant pupils is aggravated 

when their parents are not proficient in German, which entails 

difficulties in: (1) helping children with their homework; (2) 

communicating with teachers; and (3) understanding guidelines and 

recommendations from educators. 

  

Different educational contexts 
− Migrant students face greater difficulties because the educational 

systems in their origin countries sometimes tend to be different than 

the German one. This seems to be particularly the case for 

Maghreb-origin pupils. 

 

Gender issues & cultural distance 
− Cultural specificities among migrant pupils may hinder their 

integration at school. Educators seem concerned, for instance, about 

perceptions regarding Muslim girls wearing the veil at school. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Do you know what some professionals are already doing –both in Germany 

and in other European countries– to improve migrant pupils’ access to 

education?  
 

 
School websites with information in several foreign languages. 

 

Migrant pupils as mediators: to report any discriminatory episodes that may occur 

in class.  

 

Considering that many migrant parents lack digital skills, some teachers opt to use 

class blogs or instant messaging to communicate with them. 

 

Donations of school materials and technological devices (Wi-Fi cards, laptops, 

tablets, etc.) to vulnerable migrant pupils.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear teachers… do you know 

the variety of resources 

available to improve your 

competencies for working in 

culturally diverse classrooms? 

Here you have some tips. 

 

 

 

Dear migrant parents, this 

guide may help you know 

more about the German 

educational system.  

• In Germany, education has slightly improved as a priority for 

integration policies. 

• The education system ranked above most European countries’ 

average, according to MIPEX (2020). 

• However, compared to the International Top Ten (including Nordic 

countries), Germany does slightly less to target migrant pupils’ needs 

through comprehensive orientation, language support and teacher 

training. 

 

Want to know more about migrants’ access to services in Germany? 

See our AccessIN project reports here. 

 

https://dueeast.org/wp-content/uploads/Culturally-Relevant-Teaching-Guide.pdf
https://monarchco.de/en/post/german-education-system-guide
https://monarchco.de/en/post/german-education-system-guide
https://www.accessin.uliege.be/upload/docs/application/pdf/2023-12/d2.2_accessin_country_report_germany_11_12_2023.pdf

