THE HUNGARIAN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

Hungarian policies for migrants’ education integration are considered
“critically unfavorable”, way below the average of other EU Member
States, according to MIPEX (2020).

Migrants’ access to compulsory and non-compulsory education is
restricted, and schools receive little to no governmental support to
address the needs of migrant pupils. There are no public language
courses available for migrant pupils.

What are the main challenges identified by immigrants and
teachers?

Linguistic barriers

— The lack of linguistic skills in Hungarian affects the academic
performance of migrant pupils and often leads to their isolation in
schools. This is aggravated in secondary school, where more knowledge

‘x of Hungarian is required to follow up courses.

—  When parents and teachers cannot communicate through a mediating
language (e.g. English), the language barrier hampers a clear
communication about pupils’ needs and prevents parents from
understanding how the Hungarian education system works.

Different educational contexts

— Integration is particularly difficult for non-EU pupils who are used to
different educational systems, especially since the Hungarian system is
often described as rigid and non-multicultural friendly. The situation is
particularly challenging for Syrian and Arab-origin pupils.

Cultural distance

é — Hungarian schools are often reluctant to enroll non-European students,
N particularly Syrians, arguing that cultural differences make their
integration more difficult.

Want to know more about migrants’ access to services in Hungary?
See our AccessIN project reports here.

Social Inclusion and Access to Basic Service
of Third-Country Nationals

Do you know what some professionals are already doing -both in

Hungary and in other European countries- to improve
migrant pupils’ access to education?

School websites with information in several foreign languages.

Migrant pupils as mediators: to report any discriminatory episode that may occur in
class.

Considering that many migrant parents lack digital skills, some teachers opt to use
class blogs or instant messaging to communicate with them.

Donations of school materials and technological devices (Wi-Fi cards, laptops,
tablets, etc.) to vulnerable pupils.

Dear teachers... do you know that
some schools have implemented HFL
(Hungarian as a foreign language)
classes as an extracurricular activity
for migrant pupils?

Dear migrant parents, this guide may
help you know more about the
Hungarian educational system.



https://eurydice.eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-education-systems/hungary/overview#:~:text=Compulsory%20schooling%20lasts%20until%20the,%E2%80%9314%2Dyear%2Dolds.
https://www.accessin.uliege.be/upload/docs/application/pdf/2023-12/d2.2_accessin_country_report_hungary_11_12_2023.pdf

