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What are the main challenges identified by immigrants and 

housing counselors? 
 

 Social vulnerability 
− The access to the municipal rental system requires a social security number, 

which makes access difficult. 
− Economic aids such as rental support only cover, as best, half of the lease. 

Low-income families cannot access these housing programs since they must 

have certain resources to begin with. 

− In 2022, refugees fleeing Ukraine took advantage of solidarity 

accommodation, which typically offered lodging either free of charge or for 

a nominal fee. These accommodations varied from hostels and repurposed 

offices to short-term apartment rentals provided by landlords. Nevertheless, 

these arrangements were predominantly temporary, lacking stability and 

security for families. 

 

Discrimination 

− Homeowners display prejudices towards immigrants, often refusing to 

continue the negotiations for the rental of their properties once they become 

aware of the tenant’s origin. Homeowners are particularly reluctant to rent 

their homes to migrant families with children.  

  

Linguistic barrier 
− Immigrants who do not speak Hungarian find it more difficult to understand 

the conditions of renting or buying. Neither the administrative staff nor the 

homeowners tend to be fluent in foreign languages.   

 

Gender issues  
− Single mothers encounter gender-specific barriers: homeowners assume that 

they have unstable and low-paid jobs and refuse to rent housing to them 

fearing that they will not be able to pay. 

 
 

 
 

Do you know what some professionals are already doing -both in 

Hungary and in other European countries- to improve  

migrants’ access to housing services?  
 

 

Negotiation with homeowners and banks to facilitate immigrants’ access to 

housing. 

 

Basic language courses for immigrants to facilitate their communication with 

homeowners and bank personnel about the conditions of renting or buying a 

property. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear providers… do you know 

about the project ‘Safe Homes’? It is 

organized by the Hungarian Red 

Cross and aims to establish a 

replicable model of dignified housing 

for those seeking international 

protection. Click here to know more! 

 

Dear refugee… do you know that, if you 

need a one-night accommodation, you can 

visit the Government Offices 

(Kormányablak) at Keleti and Nyugati 

railway stations?  

• For immigrants with a work residence permit, it is common for 

employers to arrange accommodation in a work shelter. 

• Beneficiaries of international protection and immigrants with permanent 

residence permits have access to the municipal rental system, homeless 

shelters, houses for abused women, and temporary homes for families in 

need (solidarity accommodation).  

Want to know more about migrants’ access to services in Hungary? 

See our AccessIN project reports here. 

 

https://zusammenleben-willkommen.de/
https://redcross.eu/projects/safe-homes
https://www.accessin.uliege.be/upload/docs/application/pdf/2023-12/d2.2_accessin_country_report_hungary_11_12_2023.pdf

