
THE SPANISH HOUSING SYSTEM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are the main… challenges… identified by 

immigrants and housing counselors? 
 

 

Discriminatory behavior  
– Banks are often reluctant to grant mortgages to immigrants who 

have not yet acquired Spanish nationally or to those newly arrived. 

– Real estate agents and owners usually opt for renting and selling 

properties to Spaniards rather than immigrants. Moroccan, Latin 

American and Chinese populations have a particularly difficult 

access, due to widespread prejudices of poor cleanliness or 

excessive noise at their homes. These prejudices are sometimes 

shared by the estate agency personnel.  

  

Immigrants’ labor instability  
− Immigrants’ socio-economic vulnerability is a key obstacle in 

accessing to housing, both when renting or buying a property.  

− The significant increase in house prices in Spain has led most 

immigrants to opt for renting rather than buying, especially among 

those immigrants who plan to stay temporarily in the country. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Do you know what some professionals are already doing -in 

Spain and in other European countries- to… improve… 

migrants’ access to housing services?  
 

 

Negotiation with homeowners and bank personnel to facilitate migrant access to 

housing. 

 

Several real estate companies include people of different origins among their staff 

to facilitate communication with immigrant clients. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear housing counselor… Did you know that the 

intermediation of real estate agents with 

property owners and bankers in the rental and 

purchase of housing is a very much appreciated 

initiative by immigrants searching for housing? 

• The significant increase in housing prices is one of the main 

problems that both Spaniards and non-citizen residents face. 

• Spain is one of the EU Member States with the lowest percentage 

of social housing, making access to the private rental and 

purchase market the only viable alternative for low-income 

immigrants. 

Want to know more about migrants’ access to services in Spain? 

See our AccessIN project reports here. 

 

Dear immigrants… Did you know about ‘San 

Blas shelter’ in Madrid? It offers 

accommodation, maintenance, guidance, 

information and Spanish courses to immigrants 

in socially vulnerable situations. 

https://www.accessin.uliege.be/upload/docs/application/pdf/2023-12/d2.2_accessin_country_report_spain_december_2023.pdf
https://www.madrid.es/portales/munimadrid/es/Inicio/Servicios-sociales-y-salud/Servicios-sociales/Madrid-Convive/?vgnextfmt=default&vgnextoid=43bd3f69e269f010VgnVCM2000000c205a0aRCRD&vgnextchannel=70e4c8eb248fe410VgnVCM1000000b205a0aRCRD&idCapitulo=5427988
https://www.madrid.es/portales/munimadrid/es/Inicio/Servicios-sociales-y-salud/Servicios-sociales/Madrid-Convive/?vgnextfmt=default&vgnextoid=43bd3f69e269f010VgnVCM2000000c205a0aRCRD&vgnextchannel=70e4c8eb248fe410VgnVCM1000000b205a0aRCRD&idCapitulo=5427988

